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HIGHLIGHTS 


March 28 - April 3, 1993 


A large storm system crept across the Nation, compounding flooding 
problems in the Northeast, and producing a 5-day outbreak of severe 
thunderstorms from the central and southern Plains eastward. On Sunday 
and Monday, last week’s pesky storm lingered over the Northeast, dumping 
another round of heavy rain. More than 2 inches pelted Portsmouth, NH, 
and Atlantic City, NJ. The combination of heavy rain and a melting 
snowpack engendered or worsened flooding from the Middle Atlantic region 
northward. Meanwhile, a new storm progressed from California to 
Oklahoma. As much as 14 inches of snow fell in western Wyoming, while 
up to 6 inches blanketed northern New Mexico. Farther east, severe 
thunderstorms fired from Kansas southward into Texas. At least 10 
tornadoes thrashed the Clinton, OK, area on Tuesday. By midweek, 

(Continued to p. 23) 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 


April 3, 1993 





DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): DEPICTS PRO- 

LONGED (MONTHS. YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS, 
RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO WEEK; 
AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE. 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 


USES._APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DIS 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS. 


LIMITATIONS. .IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 
STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) NOAAJUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 





Based on preliminary reports 








DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 


April 3, 1993 


(index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 


0.410 -0.4 NEAR NORMAL 

0510-09 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 0.51009 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
-1.0 to -1.9 MILD DROUGHT 1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 

2.010 -29 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 29 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
-3.0 to -3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 301039 VERY MOIST SPELL 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 


NOAAJUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _— Based on preliminary reports 
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THREE-MONTHLY WEATHER OUTLOOK 
April through June 1993 


Temperature Probabilities 





\ 








Probabilities 


Warm 65°%+ 

Warm 60% — 65% 
| Warm 55% - 60% 

Equal Chances 


Cok 55% — 60% 
CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER, NOAA 











THREE-MONTHLY WEATHER OUTLOOK 
April through June 1993 
Precipitation Probabilities 














Probabilities 


Dry 65%+ 

Dry 60% — 65% 
Dry 55% — 60% 
Equal Chances 
Wet 55% — 60% 


52% 
Wet 60% - 65% CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER, NOAA 
Wet 65% + 














For information on the techniques that the Climate Analysis Center's Prediction Branch uses to prepare the long-range outlooks, see the 
article by A. J. Wagner entitled “Medium- and Long-Range Forecasting,” published by the American Meteorological Society in its journal, 


Weather and Forecasting, Sept. 1989, pp. 413-426. For information on subscribing to their 30- and 90-day outlooks, write to: Superintendent 
of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. 





April 6, 1993 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 3, 1993 
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Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 3, 1993 
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March Weather and Crop Summary 


Weather 


March lived up to its reputation as a transitional month, 
featuring strong, slow-moving storm systems and wild 
temperature fluctuations. But in the East, a monstrous storm 
(March 12-13) and a subsequent arctic outbreak (March 14-15) 
overshadowed other weather events. The record-setting storm, 
however, was the last in a month-long series of significant 
snowstorms in the Northeast, and was followed by several heavy 
rainfall events, resulting in substantial flooding. 


Temperatures averaged as much as 6°F above normal in the 
Southwest, where stretches of warm, dry weather allowed the 
region to recover from its wettest winter on record. The 
Northwest welcomed near-normal temperatures after a harsh 
winter. East of the Rockies, temperatures ranged from much 
above normal in the northern High Plains to below normal 
elsewhere. 


The latest Palmer indices (see page 3) show that more of the 
Nation is facing wetness-related problems than drought. The 
areal coverage of severe to extreme drought has fallen to its 
lowest level since early 1987. However, a stripe of dryness 
remains from Washington State eastward across the northern 
Rockies and northern Plains. In the Pacific Northwest, summer 
water supplies are largely dependent upon reservoirs, which in 
some areas are quite low due to a seventh consecutive season of 
sub-normal precipitation. But farther south, California nears the 
end of its wet season with its best water supply prospects in a 
decade. Farther east, locations that are battling excessive 
wetness include the central Plains, the Corn Belt, and the East 
from New York southward into Georgia. Pockets of wetness also 
exist along the central Gulf coast. 


Early in the month, a powerful storm rode up the east coast, 
sending Middle Atlantic rivers out of their banks, hurling gale 
force easterlies, and dumping heavy mountain snows. But less 
than 10 days later, the early-month system was dwarfed by a 
storm whose central pressure fell explosively from about 1,000 
millibars (29.54 inches of mercury) on the morning of March 12 
in the western Gulf of Mexico, to 960 millibars (28.35 inches of 
mercury) over the Chesapeake Bay during the evening of March 
13. The strength, size, and late-season nature of the storm led 
to the demolition of dozens of all-time barometric, monthly 


snowfall, and daily minimum temperature records from the Gulf 
coast to New England. 


Warm, dry weather became established over the Southwest early 
in the month, and moved erratically eastward. By March 7, 
warmth spread into the northern Plains, as Bakersfield, CA, 
reached 83°F, and Billings, MT, attained 65°F. Spring-like 
conditions were temporarily pushed west of the Rockies by an 
arctic high pressure system at mid-month. Farther east, 


temperatures fell to 21°F in Mobile, AL, and 2°F in Birmingham, 
AL, on March 14. In southern Georgia, peach blooms were 
subjected to more than 20 hours of sub-freezing temperatures over 
a 2-night span. Ground crops in the Southeast also sustained 
damage, especially where strong winds blew off protective 
coverings. 


Although warm weather returned to the northern Plains after mid- 
month, winter clung stubbornly in the East. On March 19, 
Burlington, VT, notched its latest -10°F reading on record. Late 
in the month, a ribbon of record-setting warmth stretched through 
the High Plains, while storm systems affected the East and the 
West. Between March 24 and 26, temperatures soared into the 
low 80’s as far north as Montana. 


Late-month rainfall in the East not only caused flooding, but 
broke monthly records as well. Atlantic City, NJ, recorded a 
monthly total of 8.80 inches, and Dulles Airport, VA, noted 7.65 
inches. But on the bright side, the typically gloomy northern 
Great Lakes region completed another pleasant month. In Sault 
Sainte Marie, MI, 2-month (February and March) precipitation 
totaled 0.56 inches and snowfall was 4.7 inches. 


Fieldwork 


Favorable weather conditions in early March allowed the citrus 
harvests in California, Florida, Arizona, and Texas to advance. 
Cold weather and high winds the middle of the month caused 
some damage to the Florida orange and grapefruit crops. The end 
of the period saw favorable harvesting conditions return to 
California, Arizona, Florida, and Texas. The California navel 
orange harvest was more than two-thirds completed by the end of 
month. Warm weather, the early part of March, melted some 
snow cover on winter wheat in the northern and central Great 
Plains. Snow the middle of the month replenished the snow cover. 
By the end of the month, the snow cover had melted due to higher 
temperatures. Although the crop could use more sunshine and 
drier weather, it survived the month in good condition. Cotton 
planting activities began in southern Texas at the beginning of 
March. Land preparation and planting spread to Arizona and 
California as the month continued. Wet and cool weather 
hampered progress. Corn and sorghum planting also began in 
southern Texas in early March. Field and planting preparations 
began in other areas of the South as the month continued. 
Excessively wet conditions delayed progress. In mid-March, one 
of the largest winter storms on record brought low temperatures 
and snow from Alabama to Maine. The storm caused damage to 
early varieties of peaches in Georgia and South Carolina, as well 
as damage to the Georgia onion crop. Early-planted vegetables in 
Georgia and northern Florida also suffered damage. 
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS (Base 65° F) 
March 1993 





STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


DEP. FROM 
NORMAL 


STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


DEP. FROM 
NORMAL 


STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


DEP. FROM 
NORMAL 








FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 
LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 


BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WILMINGTON 
WASHINGTON 
APALACHICOLA 
DAYTONA BEACH 
FORT MYERS 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 

ORLANDO 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

W. PALM BEACH 


MOLINE 
PEORIA 
QUINCY 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 


SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 
DODGE CITY 
GOODLAND 
TOPEKA 
WICHITA 
BOWLING GREEN 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
BATON ROUCE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 











SAINT CLOUD 
GREENWOOD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 

CAPE GIRARDEAU 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 


MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 


WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
ATLANTIC CITY 
ALBUQUERQUE 
CLOVIS 
ROSWELL 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 


RALEIGH-DURHAM 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 

FARGO 

GRAND FORKS 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
CINCINNATI 











DAYTON 

TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


PORTLAND 


RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 


AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 


MIDLAND-ODESSA 
SAN ANGELO 

SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 

WACO 

WICHITA FALLS 
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National Agricultural Summary 


March 29 - April 4, 1993 


HIGHLIGHTS: Heavy rains fell across the Nation this past week. The 
excessive moisture delayed land preparation and planting activities 


across the country. 
southern Maine. 


Flooding occurred from northern Virginia to 
Pastures and feedlots remained muddy, causing 


problems for livestock. Temperatures were mild, promoting growth in 


pastures and small grains. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat condition rated mostly good in 
the 19 major producing States. More than 30 percent (%) of the 
wheat rated excellent in California, Oregon, South Dakota, and 
Kansas. More than 10% of the wheat rated poor to very poor in 
Georgia, Ohio, and Michigan. Heading of the winter wheat crop 
at 1%, compared with 1% last year and the 5-year average. The 
crop looked good across the Midwest. Wheat jointing in the 
Southern States appeared delayed. Cold weather further delayed 
the crop in Kansas. Some mold and rust problems were reported 
on wheat in Idaho and Texas. The Spring wheat planting had just 
started in the five major producing States, with less than 1% of 
the cfop planted, compared with 11% last year and 4% average. 
Planting had just begun in Idaho, Montana, and South Dakota. 
Wet conditions continued to delay planting of oats, barley, and 
rye. 


CORN: Corn planting was 1% complete in the 17 major corn 
producing States compared with 2% last year and average. 
Excessive moisture held planting progress back in Georgia, 
Texas, and North Carolina. Some corn fields in the Texas Black- 
lands had cut worm problems. In Iowa and Wisconsin, 1% and 
7% of the 1992 crop acreage, respectively, remained in the field. 


COTTON: Cotton planting was 8% completed, compared with 
5% last year and 6% average. Planting progress was ahead of 
normal in Texas and California, but rain delayed progress in 
Arizona. Land preparation and planting were active in the Cross 
Timbers and plains regions of Texas. Some replanting occurred 
in the Coastal Bend of Texas, and may be needed in some 
sections of California. Seedbed preparation in Oklahoma was 
ahead of last year and average. 


SORGHUM: Wet conditions delayed sorghum plantings. 
Planting progress reached 14%, compared with 16% last year and 
average. Excessive rainfall slowed germination of planted 
sorghum in the Blacklands of Texas. Cool weather slowed early- 
planted sorghum in the Upper Coast of Texas. Seedbed 
preparation continued in Oklahoma, but progress was behind 
normal. 


RICE: Rice planting in the five major States, reached 5% 
complete, compared with 10% last year and 9% average. 
Planting progress started slowly in Texas, with only 4% of the 
acreage planted, compared with 29% last year and average. In 
Louisiana, planting progress reached 20%, compared with 25% 
last year and 22% average. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Favorable weather conditions allowed 
the maple syrup harvest in New England and New York to 
advance. Onions were harvested in the Rio Grande Valley of 


Texas. Onion planting advanced in the Texan plains and in Idaho. 
Colorado onion planting, at 24%, lagged last year’s pace but 
equaled the average. In Georgia, wet conditions delayed spraying 
for disease control in onions. Onions in New Mexico rated mostly 
fair. Rain delayed peanut planting in Florida. In Oklahoma, peanut 
seedbed preparation advanced to 46% complete, compared with 
38% last year and 32% average. The potato harvest remained 
active in Florida. Summer potato planting continued in the San 
Jacinto Valley of California. Potato planting also occurred in 
North Carolina, Texas, and Oregon. A shortage of early variety 
seed potatoes was reported in the Klamath Valley of Oregon. In 
Kentucky, producers prepared seedbeds and seeded tobacco. 
Tobacco land preparation and plant bed maintenance occurred in 
North Carolina. Tobacco planting progress was behind last year in 
Tennessee and South Carolina. Scattered blue mold was reported 
in some tobacco beds in Georgia. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Citrus groves, trees, and fruit were in very 
good condition in Florida. Moisture in the citrus areas was 
adequate to surplus. New growth and blooms were abundant in 
most Florida citrus areas. Cool weather has prolonged the bloom 
cycle. In Arizona, the citrus harvest slowed in the central and 
western areas. In California orchards, weed control and fungicide 
spraying continued. Almonds had dropped jackets. Grapevines 
were treated for mildew. Apple trees bloomed. Brown rot was 
discovered in some prune orchards. The Georgia peach crop was 
in mostly good condition. Peaches in most areas of Texas were 
almost through blooming. Spraying to control scab and brown rot 
occurred in the Blacklands and Hill Country of Texas. 


VEGETABLES: In Florida, fields damaged by the frost of March 
13 were replanted. Spring crop planting in central and northern 
Florida continued. Sweet corn picking increased in the Everglades. 
Harvest of tomatoes, peppers, cabbage, and celery advanced. The 
Arizona vegetable harvest remained active in the western and 
central areas. Broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce, and spinach harvests 
were active. In California, broccoli, cauliflower, and lettuce 
harvests advanced. Wet conditions hampered the asparagus harvest 
in the San Joaquin Delta. Bell pepper and tomato planting 
continued. Wet conditions delayed tomato planting in some 
California locations. In Texas, land preparation for carrot and 
cabbage planting had begun. Vegetable fields damaged by frost 
were replanted. New Jersey vegetable planting remained 2 weeks 
behind schedule. 


PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK: Nationally, livestock are in good 
condition. Mud caused problems for livestock producers in Kansas 
and Iowa. Wet conditions have delayed top dressing of pastures in 
the Southeast. Pasture prospects in the West rated good with 
adequate moisture. Feed supplies were reported as adequate. 
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Crop Progress 


for the Week Ending April 4, 1993 


COTTON 
(Percent Planted) 


Current Last Wk 1992 
NA 
NA 2 
NA 
NA 1 
NA 
NA 
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NA 
NA 
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These 14 States produced 99% of the 
1992 cotton crop. 
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WINTER WHEAT 
(Percent Headed) 
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1992 corn crop. 
These 19 States produced 90% of the 
1992 winter wheat crop. 


GRAIN SORGHUM 
(Percent Planted) 
Last Wk 


CORN 
(Percent Planted) 
Last Wk 


These 17 States produced 94% of the 


RICE 
(Percent Planted) 


Current Last Wk 
AR 1 NA 
CA NA 
LA 20 NA 
MS 1 NA 
+x 4 NA 
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5 States 2 NA 


Zz 


These 5 States produced 97% of the 
1992 rice crop. 
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These 12 States produced 99% of the 
1992 grain sorghum crop. 


SPRING WHEAT 
(Percent Planted) 


Current Last Wk 


ID 2 NA 
MN NA 


0 

MT 1 NA 
0 
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1992 Avg. 
NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
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NA 
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NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
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These 5 States produced 96% of the 
1992 spring wheat crop. 
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(Continued to the back cover) 


State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather 
conditions important on a national scale. More detailed data are 
available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by 
NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall 0.44 to 2.26 in. north; 1.02 to 2.88 in. 
central; 1.23 to 4.63 in. south. Temperatures 1 to 6° below normal 
north; 0 to 5° below normal central; 2 to 5° below normal south. Lows 
24 to 35° north; 26 to 38° central; 33 to 43° south. Highs 79 to 84° 
north; 80 to 87° central; $1 to 85° south. 

Primary activities: Harvesting timber; land preparation; planting 
com, cotton, spring vegetables; applying fertilizer; spraying fruit; 
marketing cattle; ordering seed, other supplies; land-use planning, 
management; repairing damage from winter storm; general care of 
livestock, poultry, catfish. 


ARIZONA: Rain 28th, west 29th; statewide. Scattered showers 
2nd, east, sunny, warm rest of period statewide. Temperatures 4° 


below to 4° above normal. Extremes 22°; 82°, higher elevations; 32°; 
90° deserts. 

Cotton field preparations continued, delayed by rain first of week. 
Planting continued 15%, 20% 1992, 29% avg. Activities included: Pre- 
irrigation, laser leveling, listing. Alfalfa condition good. Harvest 
activities light to moderate, all areas except southeastern where 
activities were light. Weed, insect infestations moderate to heavy; 
disease light. Small grains jointing 94%, 92% 1992, 96% avg. Heading 
53%, 59% 1992, 56% avg. Fields in good to excellent condition. 
Vegetable harvest active. broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce, kale, spinach, 
available western, central areas. Also available west: Anise, 
artichokes, asparagus, broccoflower. Beets, cabbage, carrots, cilantro, 
dill, fava beans, mixed greens, kohlrabi, leeks, green onions, parsley, 
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rapini, rutabagas, turnips available, central. Citrus harvest continued 
slow central, western areas. Valencia oranges, lemons, grapefruit, 
tangerines, tangelos available both areas. Pasture, range conditions 
101% normal. Cattle, calves good north, southeast, mostly good 
central. Stockwater, soil moisture mostly adequate, north; adequate, 
central; adequate to surplus southeast. Range, feed supplies average 


north, average to above average central, southeast. Insect damage 
light. 


ARKANSAS: Cool week, temperatures a little above normal. 
Scattered showers throughout week, heaviest showers in northwest 
region of State. Extremes 30°; 87°. Rainfall none to 2.17 in. 

Four days were suitable for fieldwork. Soil moisture supplies 
adequate to surplus. Wheat condition fair to good, needs sunshine, 
dry weather. Farmers continued to fertilize wheat with nitrogen, 
some wheat turning yellow due to water saturation. Land preparation 
for planting continued. Peach crop in full bloom. Bangs vaccination 
programs began in some areas. Livestock good condition, signs of 
lice reported in some areas. Producers feeding hay, supplies 
adequate. Cold weather hindered growth of fescue, pastures good 
condition. 


CALIFORNIA: Weak system moved through early in the week and 
brought generally light precipitation to the entire State. Another 
system moved in near the end of the week with the same effect. 

Field activities interspersed between rains. Warmer temperatures 
benefitted small grain growth, conditions improved, heading 
progressed. Cotton planting continued, some replanting may be 
necessary. Some growers waiting for warmer soil temperatures. 
Cotton emerged, good condition. Alfalfa seeding in many areas, 
established fields treated to combat weevils. Central and northern 
areas continued ground preparation for safflower, emergence in 
southern areas. Early seeded corn continued to emerge and garbanzo 
beans blooming, good condition. Some areas were too wet to harvest 
alfalfa hay, other areas alfalfa and winter forage cut for hay, green 
chop. Orchard floor work, weed control, fungicide spraying active. 
Almonds dropping jackets; post bloom fungicides applied. Grape- 
vines treated for mildew. Apple trees bloomed. Stone fruit thinned. 
Kiwifruit leafed out. Prune orchards reported brown rot. Navel, 
Valencia orange harvests active. Lemon picking active. Broccoli 
harvest central coast increasing, variable to good quality. Harvest 
San Joaquin Valley, westside, Riverside desert areas continued. 
Westside spring head lettuce harvest continued, good quality, light 
volume. Head-leaf lettuce harvest continued Palo Verde, Coachella 
Valleys. Harvest head lettuce, Huron; leaf lettuce Salinas, seasonally 
increasing. Lettuce harvest light, variable quality, Santa Maria. 
Asparagus harvest hampered, wet,conditions, San Joaquin Delta. 
Harvest continued westside, Yuba County. Cauliflower harvest 
moderately active, variable quality Santa Maria, Salinas- Watsonville. 
Fall potato movement out of storage increasing Tulelake area; 
summer potato planting continued San Jacinto district. Bell pepper 
planting continued westside, Merced, Modesto. Tomato planting 
progressed westside, northern valley, wet conditions delayed 
planting some locations. Other crops harvested included turnips, 
processing spinach, carrots, green onions, sweet potatoes, oriental 
vegetables. Range, pasture conditions good to excellent, warmer 
weather benefitted growth. Water supplies very good, promising for 
the summer. Cattle, sheep good condition, grazing in foothills. 
Market movement near normal. 


COLORADO: A series of upper level weather systems moved 
across the State, each accompanied by abundant moisture. Average 
precipitation nearly a third of an inch for each Basin. Colorado River 
Basin received the most precipitation, with an average of over 0.75 
in. Temperatures 2 to 4° above the normals for each River Basin. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.6. Soil moisture 11% short, 68% 
adequate, 21% surplus. Spring barley seeded 24%, 25% 1992, 22% 
avg. Oats seeded 18%, 37% 1992, 24% avg. Spring wheat seeded 
6%, 6% 1992, 5% avg. Sugarbeets planted 18%, 4% 1992, 12% avg. 
Dry onions planted 24%, 37% 1992, 24% avg. Winter wheat 1% 
poor, 12% fair, 65% good, 22% excellent. Cows calved 69%, 67% 
1992, 61% avg.; ewes lambed 74%, 74% 1992, 65% avg. Livestock 
mostly good. Pasture, range feed condition good. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 3 to 5° below normal Panhandle, near 
normal remainder, except 2 to 4° above normal lower southeast coast. 
Lows; 3rd morning, mid, upper 30s Panhandle, Big Bend, upper 30s 
to mid 40s northeast, north central, upper 40s to low 50s central, 
interior south, mid 50s to low 60s southeast. Highs, mostly mid 80s, 
few upper 80s, interior Peninsula. Rainfall 0.50 to 2.00 in. except 
western Panhandle 4.00 to 5.00 in. Rain 1 to 3 days. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus, Panhandle, northern Peninsula, 
mostly adequate, central, southern Peninsula. Corn for grain planting, 
tobacco transplanting winding down. Silage corn, sorghum planting 
active. Rain delayed peanut planting. Making preparations for cotton 
planting. Older wheat showing some damage from mid March freeze. 
Sugarcane harvest complete. Citrus groves, trees, fruit very good 
condition. New growth, bloom buds abundant most areas. Cool weather 
prolonging bloom cycle. Moisture adequate to surplus. Early, mid 
orange harvest almost complete. Valencia harvest increasing. Grape- 
fruit movement active lower east coast. Tangelo harvest complete. 
Temple, Honey tangerine harvest slows as supplies are running low. 
Caretakers cutting cover crops, hedging, topping harvested groves; post 
bloom, nutritional spraying. Normal springtime growing weather for 
major vegetable growing areas. Growers active planting spring crops 
central, north. Most newly planted fields hurt by March 13th to 14th 
frost, replanted. Harvest activity winding down, south. Sweet corn 
picking increasing Everglades. Volume leaders: Tomatoes, potatoes, 
peppers, cabbage, celery. Also available: snap beans, carrots, chinese 
cabbage, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, escarole, romaine lettuce, 
specialty lettuces, radishes, squash, strawberries, cherry tomatoes. 
State’s pastures fair to excellent. Pasture 35% fair, 60% good, 5% 
excellent. State’s cattle herds mostly good condition. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 2 to 5° below normal. Highs upper 70s 
northeast mountains, middle to upper 80s central, south. Lows middle 
20s mountains 3rd, 4th, lower 30s central, middle 30s south, around 40 
along the coast. Rain 2 to 4 days. Totals mostly between 1.00 to 2.00 
in., some local areas under 0.75 in., isolated spots close to 3.00 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.1. Soil moisture 19% adequate, 81% 
surplus. Corn 11% poor, 64% fair, 25% good. Peanuts 0% planted, 0% 
1992, 0% avg. Tobacco 7% poor, 63% fair, 30% good; 11% trans- 
planted, 33% 1992, 47% avg.; scattered reports blue mold in tobacco 
beds. Wheat 78% jointing, 90% 1992, 92% avg.; 23% boot, 41% 1992, 
52% avg.; condition some improved, some disease south, more freeze 
damage reported early wheat varieties central. Other small grains 10% 
poor, 64% fair, 25% good, 1% excellent; freeze damage reported cen- 
tral. Onions 0% harvested, 0% 1992, isolated fields bacterial soft rot, 
wet fields slowing spraying for disease control. Watermelons 45% 
poor, 43% fair, 12% good; 38% planted, 41% 1992, 63% avg. Other 
vegetables 12% poor, 69% fair, 19% good; Planting active south in 
fields that supported machinery, all spring crops late. Apples 18% fair, 
82% good; 3% blooming, 41% 1992, 33% avg. Peaches 3% very poor, 
10% poor, 29% fair, 58% good; 90% blooming, 96% 1992, 96% avg. 
Pasture fair to good, fertilization well behind normal due to wet 
conditions. Cattle, hogs good. 


HAWAII: Sunny weather with some passing showers, trade winds 
typified weather. Light scattered showers fell over windward, higher 
elevations. Concern of new El Nifio weather pattern means dry year 
ahead for Hawaiian chain. Temperatures low 60 to mid 80s. Rainfall 
none to 1.20 in. 

In some areas, low soil moisture levels adversely affecting non- 
irrigated orchards, pastures. Irrigation remained essential for crop 
development many areas. Banana, papaya production continued at nor- 
mal levels. State’s 2nd largest sugar plantation ceased operations 4/1. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 0 to 6° above normal throughout State. 
Precipitation across the State with Grangeville receiving 0.67 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 2. Soil moisture 0% very short, 4% short, 
77% adequate, 19% surplus. Winter wheat mostly good, some snow 
mold reported. Spring barley planted 2%, 39% 1992, 20% avg. 
Irrigation water supplies 2% very poor, 3% poor, 20% fair, 59% good, 
16% excellent. Hay, roughage supplies 0% very short, 15% short, 84% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Activities: Planting, fertilizing, cultivating, 
irrigation systems repair, weed, pest control, pruning fruit trees, 
shipping seed potatoes. Above normal mice infestation reported in 
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many counties. Pasture, range condition 75% of normal. Calving 
completed 98%. Lambing completed 85%. Livestock mostly good. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 1 to 6° below normal. Highs lower 50s; 
lower 60s. Lows upper 20s; lower 40s. Extremes mid 60s; lower 70s 
north, mid to upper 70s south. Precipitation water equivalent, 0.25 
to over 2.00 in.; below normal south, wetter than normal far north. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 0.5. Soil moisture 19% adequate, 81% 
surplus. Oats planted 3%, 37% 1992, 25% avg. Alfalfa 1% excellent, 
61% good, 37% fair, 1% poor. Farm activities included machinery 
preparation, applying fertilizer, hauling grain, manure, tending 
livestock under muddy conditions. Pasture condition 86% of normal. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 1 to 4° below normal in the south, 3 to 6° 
below normal in the north. Highs 50s north to the upper 50s south. 
Lows were between 30 to 44°. Precipitation 0.75 to 1.25 in. with 
heaviest amounts of 1.50 in. across portions of the northern third. 

Very little accomplished past week. Soil moisture level still quite 
high. Compaction is becoming a problem with manure spreading. 
Livestock have suffered from latest cold, wet weather. Pastures only 
79% of normal. Feedlots still muddy. Wheat crop looking better 
than in recent years. Topsoil rated 12% adequate, 88% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture 1% short, 36% adequate, 63% surplus. Oats seeded 
2%, 28% 92, 28% avg. Spring tillage 36%, 65% 92, 65% avg. 


IOWA: Temperatures 1 to 2° above normal. Extremes 13°; 77°. 
Precipitation 0.38 in. east central to 3.62 in. central; average 1.15 in. 
(normal 0.56 in.). Major flooding throughout week due to early week 
heavy rains, snow melt in north, central to east. 

Farmers had no suitable days for fieldwork. One percent of last 
years corn crop is left unharvested. Topsoil 30% adequate,70% 
surplus. Subsoil 11% adequate, 89% surplus. Fertilizer application 
21%, 36% 1992, 41% normal. Primary seedbed preparation com- 
pleted 22%, 34% 1992, 47% normal. Oats sown 0%, 32% 1992, 26% 
normal. Winter wheat 3% very poor, 5% poor, 49% fair, 43% good. 
Wet, muddy conditions causing increased calf losses, low gain rate. 


KANSAS: Temperatures near normal or above. Temperatures 1° 
below normal to 5° above. Precipitation received over most State, 
majority coming late in week. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1. Colder temperatures, precipitation 
returned resaturating fields that were just beginning dry out. 
Fieldwork progress behind normal. Little spring seedbed preparation 
completed because wet field conditions. State topsoil moisture 1% 
short, 27% adequate, 72% surplus. Subsurface moisture 62% ade- 
quate, 38% surplus. Wheat 97% good to excellent, 2% fair, 1% poor. 
Colder temperatures impeded wheat growth. Wheat progress behind 
normal. Only 2% wheat acreage jointed compared avg 35%. Planting 
oats, spring barley behind normal. Oats 30% planted compared to 
avg. 90%. Stockmen again had contend colder temperatures. Some 
northern areas State, snow fell late week. Mud remains big problem 
for stockmen. Some shortages hay because high usage. 


KENTUCKY: Cool with below normal precipitation. High 
temperatures 60°, lows 40°. Warmest readings first of week, highs 
70s. Coolest temperatures 2nd, most locations highs in 30s. 
Precipitation 0.60 to 0.90 in., 0.25 to 0.50 in. below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Soil moisture 29% adequate, 71% 
surplus. Land preparation minimal as soils too wet. Primary field 
activities fertilizing small grain, preparing to seeding tobacco beds. 
Winters loss wheat, barley minimal. Wheat 5% poor 15% fair, 65% 
good, 15% excellent. Alfalfa, red clover winter loss 4%. Ponding 
could be causing more problems to fall grains, legumes than winter 
temperatures. Pastures fair to good condition, need sunshine, warmer 
temperatures. Hay supplies have been mostly adequate. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 0.4 to 2.5° below normal. Extremes 
31°; 87°. Rainfall 0.54 in. northwest to 3.41 in. south central. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 4% short, 64% 
adequate, 32% surplus. Corn 50% planted, 72% 1992, 57% avg.; 
23% emerged, 51% 1992, 37% avg. Planting made good progress in 
south. Rice 20% planted, 25% 1992, 22% avg.; 9% emerged, 14% 
1992, 12% avg. Rice planting off to a good start. Sorghum 1% 


planted, 3% 1992, 8% avg.; 0% emerged, 0% 1992, 3% avg. Wheat 
12% very poor, 23% poor, 55% fair, 10% good; 31% headed, 45% 
1992, 43% avg. Wheat fair to poor. Spring plowing 45% plowed, 52% 
1992, 46% avg. Sugarcane 2% poor, 60% fair, 28% good, 10% 
excellent. Fertilization underway. Livestock 49% fair, 51% good. 
Spring deworming, vaccinations underway. Pastures 14% very poor, 
3% poor, 9% fair, 70% good, 4% excellent. Pastures turning green due 
to warm weather. Vegetables 5% very poor, 24% poor, 60% fair, 11% 
good. Spring planting continued. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Precipitation 1.63 in. 
Temperature 52.3°, normal 49.8°. Extremes 32°; 69°. 

Hay supplies adequate. Feeding hay, caring for livestock. Small grains 
making good growth in continued cool, wet conditions. Making plans 
for spring planting. Final week of tobacco auction sales. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 1.40 in. Temperature 49.7°, normal 49.3°. 
Extremes 37°; 64°. 

Hay supplies adequate. Pastures, livestock beginning spring growth. 
Small grains good condition. Making plans for spring planting. Waiting 
for fields to dry, warm. 


MICHIGAN: | Extremes 17°; 69°. Precipitation none to 1.06 in. 
Sunny skies, mild temperatures early in the week were followed by a 
short stint of winter, complete with snow, freezing temperatures. 

Livestock were in good condition. Calving, lambing were going well. 
Feed supplies remained adequate to short. Major activities included: 
Caring for livestock, preparing taxes, repairing equipment. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures above normal in the northwest to 
below normal in the south. Extremes 9°; 64°. Precipitation none to 
1.50 in. Snowfall 3 to 6 in. southeast, a trace in other areas. 

Farmers are looking for mild, dry conditions to allow seedbed 
preparation, seeding of small grains. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 58°, 1.4 below normal. Extremes 26°; 
86°. Rainfall slightly above normal, heaviest in the southeast. Rainfall 
1.58 in., 0.29 in. above normal. Soil temperatures 60°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.5, 4.5 1992, 2.9 avg. Soil moisture 13% 
adequate, 65% surplus, 22% excessive. Corn 17% planted, 33% 1992, 
34% avg.; 6% emerged, 18% 1992, 20% avg.; 13% poor, 73% fair, 14% 
good. Rice 1% planted, 4% 1992,3% avg. Sorghum 2% planted, 2% 
1992, 8% avg. Watermelons 8% planted, 30% 1992, 32% avg. Wheat 
62% jointing, 84% 1992, 84% avg.; 1% heading, 18% 1992, 17% avg.; 
18% poor, 51% fair, 31% good. Livestock 1% poor, 48% fair, 47% 
good, 4% excellent. Pasture 84% of normal. Activities: Machinery 
preparation. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures near normal. Rainfall 1.19 in., ranging 
from 0.44 in. southeastern district to 2.11 in. northwest. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.6. Topsoil moisture 14% adequate, 86% 
surplus. Continued damp weather, muddy fields preventing fieldwork 
in most areas. Oats sown 8%, 53% 1992, 54% avg. Ground for spring 
crops worked at least once 31%, 50% 1992, 52% avg. Wheat 1% very 
poor, 5% poor, 52% fair, 39% good, 3% excellent. Pasture 6% very 
poor, 22% poor, 48% fair, 22% good, 2% excellent. 


MONTANA: Temperatures well above normal. Precipitation west, 
southwest with amounts up to 0.49 and 0.32 in. respectively. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Topsoil moisture 8% short, 72% 
adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil moisture 31% short, 62% adequate, 7% 
surplus. Field tillage work progress 89% none, 5% just started, 6% 
well underway. Winter wheat 38% still dormant, 60% greening, 2% 
green, growing. Barley planted 2%, 19% 1992, 7% avg. Oats planted 
1%, 10% 1992, 4% avg. Sugarbeets planted 0%, 0% 1992, 5% avg. 
More than 92% of livestock receiving supplemental feed. Calving 67% 
complete, lambing 56% complete. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 4° below normal, exceptin the northwest 
where temperatures were near normal. Precipitation occurred the first 
half of the week varying from traces west to over 1.50 in. east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Topsoil moisture 51% adequate, 49% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 75% adequate, 25%-surplus. Wheat 22% 
fair, 68% good, 10% excellent. Pasture, range condition 98% of 
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normal. Spring calving 68% complete. Monitoring, working with 
farm stored grain. 


NEVADA: Low pressure system brought showers, cool weather on 
28th, 29th. High pressure system followed that brought dry, warmer 
conditions. A new low pressure system moved across northern, 
central areas on the Ist, 2nd bringing cooler, moist conditions. Most 
of State received some precipitation during week. Temperatures 
above seasonal normals everywhere. Extremes 27°; 82°. 

Winter wheat greening up, some oats, barley already planted. First 
cutting alfalfa hay about complete extreme south. Getting ready to 
move cattle to summer pastures. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation 0.95 to 1.69 in. New Hampshire; 
1.43 to 2.60 in. Massachusetts; 0.43 to 2.43 in. elsewhere. 
Temperatures low 30s to mid 40s. Maximum temperatures mid SOs 
to high 60s. Minimum temperatures low teens to high 20s north; mid 
20s to mid 30s south. 

Major farm activities: General repairs, maintenance, tending 
livestock, moving crops from storage. Maple sugaring still behind 
last year, current weather conditions are ideal. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures below normal. Extremes 25°; 70°. 
Rainfall 1.49 in. north, 2.00 in. central; 1.36 in. south. Heaviest 24 
hour total 1.58 in. on 31st, 1st. Estimated soil moisture, in percent 
field capacity, averaged 100% north, 100% central, 99% south. Four 
inch soil temperatures averaged 35° north, 43° central, 46° south. 

Limited planting of spring lettuce, cabbage in some areas of 
southern areas. Planting of other early vegetables at 1 to 2 weeks 
behind due to wet ground conditions. Ground preparation, also 
delayed at least 2 weeks. Warmer, dryer weather needed. 


NEW MEXICO: 


Temperatures within a couple of degrees of 
normal. 


Extremes 17° northern mountains; 81° southwest. Two 
weather features produced scattered showers, thunderstorms. Higher 
totals in the north while rainfall was spotty, light farther south. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 48% short, 51% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Several reports of light wind, freeze damage. 
Crop conditions: Alfalfa 3% poor, 38% fair, 56% good, 3% excel- 
lent. Irrigated wheat 31% fair, 65% good, 4% excellent. Dryland 
wheat 8% very poor, 33% poor, 50% fair, 9% good. Winter wheat 
headed, zero. Chile 43% fair, 57% good. Onions 14% fair, 72% 
good, 14% excellent. Lettuce 10% fair, 75% good, 15% excellent. 


Cattle, sheep fair to excellent condition. Range, pasture 80% of 
normal. 


NEW YORK: Precipitation occurred almost every day. Heavy 
rains beginning, end of week combined with snow melt to bring 
rivers to bankfull or flood levels. North of Mohawk River, 
precipitation fell as snow on Ist, 2nd. Temperatures started week 
above normal, after 1st returned to normal. Extremes 21°; 66°. 
Major activities: Caring forlivestock, maintenance work, spreading 
manure, getting ready for spring fieldwork. Many fields continue 
very wet or flooded. Maple producers collecting, boiling sap. Warm 
days, cool nights returned enabling sap to begin to flow again. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 1 to 5° above normal. 
Precipitation 1.90 in. at Tuxedo to 0.40 in. at Aurora. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8. Soil moisture 17% adequate, 83% 
surplus. Crop condition: Pasture 6% poor, 43% fair, 51% good; 
Winter wheat 32% fair, 66% good, 2% excellent. Oats 34% fair, 66% 
good. Barley 33% fair, 67% good. Rye 38% fair, 61% good, 1% 
excellent. Tobacco plant beds 4% poor, 37% fair, 55% good, 4% 
excellent. Irish potatoes 14% poor, 50% fair, 36% good. Peaches 
36% fair, 57% good, 7% excellent. Truck crops 11% poor, 47% fair, 
42% good. Hay, roughage supplies 5% very short, 17% short, 77% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Tobacco plant bed supply 7% short, 90% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Feed grain supplies 6% short, 94% adequate; 
Irish potatoes planted 60%, 92% 1992, 79% avg. Cabbage 
transplanted 67%, 81% 1992, 69% avg. Major activities: Tobacco 
plant bed maintenance and land preparation for planting. Other 
activities: planting potatoes, cabbage; topdressing small grains; 
tending livestock; general farm maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Precipitation, temperatures slightly below 
normal. Temperatures 3° below normal northeast, north central to 
normal southeast. Extremes 13° south central; 67° southeast. 
Precipitation averaged 0.01 in. north central to 0.41 in. southeast. 

Topsoil none very short, 8% short, 87% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 
7% very short, 49% short, 42% adequate, 2% surplus. Expected starting 
date for fieldwork 16th, average 15th. Winter wheat condition none 
very poor or poor, 38% fair, 62% good, none excellent; 78% dormant, 
22% green. Livestock condition mostly good, nearly all received 
supplemental feed. Calving 58% complete, lambing 70%, shearing 
80%. Pasture condition 83% of normal, 97% still dormant. Hay, forage 
supplies 11% short, 87% adequate, 2% surplus. 


OHIO: Winter returned after spring-like weather early in the week. 
Highs upper 40s to mid 50s, 1 to 5° colder than normal central, north, 
2 to 7° colder than normal south. Lows mid to upper 30s in the north 
to the mid 30s to lower 40s in the central, south. Lows were 1 to S° 
above normal. Warmest readings reached the mid 60s to near 70° early 
in the period. Precipitation totals (water equivalent) 0.40 to 0.80 in. 
over the central, south to 0.40 to 1.00 in. north. Soil temperatures at 
the 4 in. depth under bare ground averaged mostly in the 40s. 

Most of the winter wheat is in good condition. Ponding has limited 
top dressing in some northern areas. In the south, ponding has not been 
a big problem, so much of the crop has been top dressed and looks 
much better than last year. Most of the wheat across the State has 
broken dormancy; there has been little winter kill. 


OKLAHOMA: | Temperatures 1 to S° below normal. Precipitation 
0.64 in west-central to 1.78 in northeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Topsoil 2% short, 36% adequate, 
62% surplus. Subsoil 100% adequate. Wheat 30% fair, 70% good; 
60% jointing, 88% 1992, 47% avg. Oats 12% jointing, 60% 1992, 29% 
avg. Barley 17% jointing, 48% 1992, 31% avg. Corn 68% seedbed 
prepared, 80% 1992, 77% avg.; 12% planted, 11% 1992, 11% avg.; 4% 
up-to stand, 4% 1992, 1% avg. Sorghum 11% seedbed prepared, 36% 
1992, 30% avg. Soybeans 16% seedbed prepared, 41% 1992, 28% avg. 
Peanuts 46% seedbed prepared, 38% 1992, 32% avg. Cotton 53% seed- 
bed prepared, 38% 1992, 37% avg. Pastures 90% of normal. Livestock 
1% poor, 41% fair, 53% good, 5% excellent. Prices for feeder steers, 
heifers steady to $1.00 per cwt. higher. Marketings were average. 


OREGON: Above normal temperatures statewide; western portions 
2 to 4° above normal, eastern portions 1 to 2° above normal. 
Precipitation plentiful statewide; coastal areas 2.00 to 6.25 in., 
Willamette Valley 1.00 to 2.75 in., southwestern valleys 0.50 to 1.50 
in., eastern areas 0.50 in. or less. 

Soil moisture 71% adequate, 29% surplus. Winter wheat condition 
4% fair, 63% good, 33% excellent. Fertilizers, herbicides continue to 
be applied, wet conditions delayed field preparation, spring seedings, 
chemical applications. Fall grain crop growth slowed, cool weather, 
eastern areas. Strawberry cultivation continues, Willamette Valley. 
Some freeze damage reported in Marionberries. Cranberries from 
white bud to roughneck stage, ponds at 100% capacity; southern coast. 
Sweet cherries, peaches, pears in bloom in lower elevations; higher 
elevated apples, pears, cherries generally in bud stage. Producers 
applying fungicides, delay dormant sprays to fruit trees. Onion, snap 
pea, carrot, potato seedings underway where field conditions permit, 
statewide; early variety potato seed in short supply, Klamath Basin. 
Livestock good. Calving about two-thirds complete. Western pasture 
regrowth excellent. Eastern pasture growth just beginning, excellent 
prospects with adequate soil moisture, stockwater. Range, pasture 
condition 91% of normal. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Above normal temperatures, precipitation. Fields 
are very wet; water standing in many fields. Temperature 50°, 10° 
above normal. Extremes: 26°; 70°. Precipitation. 1.44 in., 0.63 in. 
above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0. Soil moisture 0% short, 4% adequate, 
96% surplus. Plowing 1% complete, 13% 1992, 9% avg. Corn 0% 
planted, 0% 1992, 0% avg. Soybeans 0% planted, 0% 1992, 0% avg. 
Oats 0% planted, 1% 1992, 8% avg. Potatoes 0% planted, 0% 1992, 
2% avg. Tobacco beds 1% planted, 4% 1992, 20% avg. Barley 100% 
pre-boot, 100% 1992, 100% avg.; 0% boot, 0% 1992, 0% avg.; 0% 
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heading or headed, 0% 1992, 0% avg. Wheat 100% pre-boot, 100% 
1992, 100% avg.; 0% boot, 0% 1992, 0% avg.; 0% heading or 
headed, 0% 1992, 0% avg. Wheat crop condition 1% very poor, 10% 
poor, 32% fair, 46% good, 11% excellent. Hay stands mostly fair to 
good. Feed from pastures are starting to get green, but are too wet to 
use. Peaches 100% pre-pink, 100% 1992, 100% avg.; 0% pink, 0% 
1992, 7% avg.; 0% full bloom or past, 0% 1992, 1% avg. Cherries 
100% pre-pink, 100% 1992, 100% avg.; 0% pink, 3% 1992, 4% avg. 
Apples 100% pre-pink, 100% 1992, 100% avg.; 0% pink, 2% 1992, 
1% avg. Activities: Hauling manure; maintaining machinery; fixing 
fence; caring for livestock. 


PUERTO RICO: _ Island rainfall 0.50 in., 0.25 in. below normal. 
Highest weekly rainfall 3.10 in. at Borinquen Airport. Highest 24 
hour total 1.55 in. at Borinquen Airport on 2nd. Mean station 
temperatures ranged from 81.4° at San Juan WSFO to 62.6° at Pico 
Del Este Luquillo. Extremes 53°; 92°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: 
precipitation 0.60 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture 57% adequate, 43% 
surplus. Tobacco fair; 2% planted, 8% 1992, 11% avg. Corn fair; 
30% planted, 49% 1992, 45% avg. Cantaloupes fair to good; 12% 
planted, 24% 1992, 26% avg. Watermelons fair; 24% planted, 36% 
1992, 43% avg. Cucumbers fair to good; 26% planted, 36% 1992, 
37% avg. Snapbeans fair; 36% planted, 23% 1992, 20% avg. 
Tomatoes fair to good; 48% planted, 35% 1992, 58% avg. Oats fair 
to good; 4% headed, 5% 1992, 7% avg. Wheat fair to good; 0% 
headed, 2% 1992, 7% avg. Peaches fair. Pastures fair. 


Temperatures 2° below normal. Average 


SOUTHDAKOTA: Temperatures slightly below normal, averaging 
mid 30s to around 40°. Extremes 16°; 68°. Precipitation 0.25 to 0.75 
in. except northeast which had over an inch. Maximum 1.60 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.1. Topsoil moisture 3% short, 59% 
adequate, 38% surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% very short, 11% short, 
62% adequate, 24% surplus. Rye 4% very poor, 0% poor, 9% fair, 
62% good, 25% excellent. Wet conditions have kept farmers out of 
the fields. Livestock 1% very poor, 1% poor, 8% fair, 80% good, 
10% excellent. The cool wet weather has caused calving problems 
and scours. Lambing was 55% complete, calving was 36% complete. 
Feed, water supplies were mostly adequate last week. Pasture 
conditions 89% of normal. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures near or slightly below normal for the 
week. The exception was Crossville which 6° below normal. The 
warmest was 84° at Jackson on the 30th, the coldest was 27° at 
Crossville on the 3rd. Precipitation below normal, except at 
Knoxville, which totaled rainfall of 1.33 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.4. Soil moisture 29% adequate, 71% 
surplus. Corn 0% planted, 2% 1992, 2% avg. Tobacco 66% seeded, 
85% 1992, 88% avg.; 20% plants up, 41% 1992, 42% avg. Wheat 
15% jointed, 27% 1992, 33% avg.; 1% poor, 18% fair, 81% good. 
Apples 52% budding or beyond, 68% 1992, 61% avg.; 6% blooming 
or beyond, 22% 1992, 25% avg. Peaches 81% budding or beyond, 
87% 1992, 76% avg.; 62% blooming or beyond, 72% 1992, 63% avg. 
Pastures 10% poor, 42% fair, 40% good, 8% excellent. Cattle 2% 
poor, 27% fair, 66% good, 5% excellent. Very little fieldwork took 
place as fields are still to wet. 


TEXAS: Two weather disturbances, one beginning, other over 
weekend, dropped some rainfall. Between systems Texas under dry 
northwest flow with cool, mild temperatures. Temperatures were 
near normal most districts, exceptions were Plains where readings 
were slightly below. Precipitation generally above 
southeastern, near or below normal elsewhere. 

Crops: Corn planting began Plains. Cut worms problem in fields 
Blacklands. Central Texas damaged fields replanted. Blacklands, 
planted sorghum slow germinate due excessive rainfall. Some 
replanting fields occurred in Central Texas, along Upper Coast, early 
planted fields slowed by cool temperatures. Land preparation cotton 
planting well underway Plains, Cross Timbers. Planting began 
Blacklands, some replanting occurred Coastal Bend. Rice planting 
getting off slow start most areas. Upper Coast a few fields were 


normal 


planted. Small grains responded well warmer, windy conditions. High 
Plains, greenbug activity on rise. Rust increasing problem Hill 
Country, Blacklands and becoming problem Central Texas, Upper 
Coast. Statewide wheat condition 79% normal, 86% 1992. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, carrots, onions, cabbage 
being harvested. Citrus harvest continued. High Plains, onions, 
potatoes being planted. Land preparation carrot, cabbage planting 
underway. East Texas, some watermelons planted. Several areas 
replanting vegetables killed by freeze few weeks ago. Trans Pecos, 
chile pepper planting continued. Preparation other vegetable planting 
underway. Peaches almost through blooming most areas State. 
Assessments of damage from earlier freeze continued favorable. Most 
areas experienced mild, moderate damage early varieties. Producers 
have better outlook than few weeks ago. Spraying to control scab, 
brown rot occurred Blacklands, Hill Country. 

Range and Livestock: Supplemental feeding minimal most areas. 
Pastures green, providing forage. Low Plains, some bloating in cattle 
on small grain pastures. East Texas, Upper Coast, bloating problem 
where native pastures extremely lush. Lice infestations again on rise 
Blacklands. Overall livestock condition remained fair to good. 








UTAH: Temperature maximums 1° below normal, minimums were 6° 
above normal. Precipitation was heavy for all areas. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Soil moisture 39% adequate, 61% 
surplus. Winter wheat freeze damage 31% moderate, 58% light, 11% 
none. Winter wheat 15% good, 85% adequate. Fall barley freeze 
damage 22% moderate, 56% light, 22% none. Fall barley condition 
27% good, 71% adequate, 2% poor. Spring wheat planted 7%, 79% 
1992, 54% avg. Barley planted 10%, 66% 1992. Oats planted 6%, 
35% 1992. Cows calved 62%, 69% 1992. Ewes lambed on farm 67%, 
68% 1992. Ewes lambed on range 19%, 23% 1992. Sheep sheared on 
farm 44%, 57% 1992. Sheep sheared on range 22%, 34% 1992. 
Pasture, range conditions good to excellent. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal. Extremes 30°; 82°. 
Precipitation above normal with most localities receiving an inch of 
rain. Precipitation 0.48 in. at Charlottesville to 3.34 in. at Glasgow. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.4. Topsoil 10% adequate, 90% surplus. 
Pasture 9% poor, 42% fair, 43% good, 6% excellent. Alfalfa 6% poor, 
58% fair, 36% good. Wheat 7% poor, 65% fair, 25% good, 3% 
excellent. Barley 4% poor, 65% fair, 27% good, 4% excellent. Peach 
38% fair, 54% good, 8% excellent. Apple 39% fair, 46% good, 15% 
excellent. Tobacco plantbed condition 31% poor, 55% fair, 14% good. 
Tobacco plantbeds 87% seeded. Potato planting continued. Tobacco 
plantbed sowing, topdressing small grains, land preparation very 
limited due to continued wet field conditions. Overseeding pastures. 
Some calf losses reported in western areas. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 3 to 5° above normal west; 8 to 12° 
above normal east. Precipitation 0.20 to 0.97 in. west; 0.02 to 1.43 in. 
east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Soil moisture 21% short, 79% 
adequate. Irrigation water supply 42% short, 58% adequate. Hay, 
other roughage 17% very short, 47% short, 36% adequate. Range, 
pasture 13% very poor, 30% poor, 19% fair, 38% good. Winter wheat 
dryland 20% fair, 80% good; irrigated 100% good. Spring wheat 
dryland 8% fair, 92% good; irrigated 5% fair, 95% good. Barley 
dryland 25% fair, 75% good; irrigated 5% fair, 95% good. Warm 
weather continued. Wet soils east of the Cascades continued to delay 
bed preparation, seeding activities. Earliest fertilizer, herbicide 
applications to winter wheat began; crop looks good. Spring spray 
programs in orchards continued; pruning essentially complete. 
Calving/flambing winding down; livestock beginning to graze 
pastures/rangeland. 


WEST VIRGINIA: 
Precipitation 0.79 in. 
Hay feed supplies adequate. Other feed supplies adequate. Cattle 
good. Sheep good. Wheat condition fair. Barley condition fair. Soil 
preparation 2 to 3 weeks behind schedule. Farm activities: General 
maintenance, feeding livestock, calving, lambing, bookkeeping. 


Temperature 48°. Extremes 24°; 73°. 


(Continued to p. 23) 
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FSU-WESTERN: The third consecutive week of unseasonably 
warm weather continued to diminish snow cover in the north and 
freaky greening of winter grains in the south. Mild weather 


weekly average temperatures ranging from 6 to 12 degrees Celsius 
C)) and rain showers over winter grain areas in southern and 
eastern Ukraine, and North Caucasus caused — to begin greening 
about 1 week earlier than usual. In addition, soil temperatures were 
high enough to allow early-season fieldwork in preparation for 
spring grain planting in Ukraine and North Caucasus. Generous 
amounts of be re (6-25 mm) in the Baltic States, Belarus, 
Ukraine, and North Caucasus helped to boost topsoil moisture for 
early-spring growth. 





EUROPE Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAR 28 - APR 3, 1993 

















EUROPE: Across France and the United Kingdom, scattered 
showers (5-25 mm or more, with amounts of 25-50 mm over coastal 
areas) and slightly below normal temperatures increased topsoil 
moisture for summer grain planting, but slowed winter wheat 
— . Freezing temperatures occurred again from southern 

ngland to northern Spain. The drought intensified over Spain as 
rainfall was limited to the Atlantic Coast. Precipitation was mostly 
light (10 mm or less) over Benelux and Germany, but in eastern 
Europe, light to moderate ipitation (10-35 mm) covered most 
crop areas from Poland to Bulgaria. The moisture improved spring 
planting prospects but slowed growth of winter wheat in the 
southeast that had begun to break dormancy. Variable showers 
he mm) continued over Italy, a crop prospects, while in 

reece, moderate precipitation (10- same) was limited to 
west-coastal areas. Temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C below 
normal across the northern Mediterranean. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather covered winter grain 
areas in Morocco and western Algeria. This past week’s dry 
weather continued an insufficient rainfall pattern which has covered 
winter grain areas since the beginning of the growing season, 
causing a significant reduction in yield a In eastern Algeria 
and Tunisia, light, scattered showers (4-22 mm) fell over coastal 
winter grain areas, where crops were in the a phase of 
development. In contrast, dry weather covered interior crop areas, 
where winter grains were also in or nearing reproduction. Average 
temperatures were near normal in Morocco, 1-2 degrees C above 
normal in western Algeria, and 2-3 degrees C below normal in 
eastern Algeria and Tunisia. 


AFRICA Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAR - APR 1993 


TIMBABvE 


SOUTH AFRICA: Moderate showers (10-33 mm) covered most 
primary grain areas, boosting topsoil moisture for winter wheat 
planting. The showers helped late-planted immature com but 
continued to miss most of Natal’s drought-stricken sugarcane. 
Rainfall continued to be mostly light (1-24 mm) over crop areas of 
the southern Cape Provinces, which accounts for about 25 percent 
of the total wheat crop. 
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SOUTH ASIA: Dry weather from Pakistan through northern India 
to the eastern states favored winter grain and oilseed drydown and 
harvests. Temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C below normal 
across the region, aiding growth of immature winter crops in the 
northeast. Dey. seasonably warm weather cover India’s 
southeastern rice areas, but highs in the mid to upper 30’s C 
necessitated increased irrigation. 








SOUTHEAST ASIA: Moderate to heavy showers (25-100 mm or 
more) covered Indonesia and eastern Malaysia, increasing irrigation 
reserves for secondary rice. Beneficial showers (25-100 mm or 
more) returned to western Malaysia and the southern Thai Peninsula, 
but hot, dry weather dominated Thailand’s rainfed rice and corn 
areas. Indochina’s rainfed grain planting, which usually begins by 
late-April, will be restricted until seasonably cooler and wetter 
weather develops over the region. In the Philippines, moderate to 
heavy showers (30-133 mm) fell over the southern half of the 
region, boosting moisture for rice and corn planting. 


EASTERN ASIA Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAR 28 - APR 3, 1993 _ 
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EASTERN ASIA: Scattered light rain (5-20 mm) fell across the 
North China Plain, aiding vegetative winter wheat, especially in the 
north (Hebei and Shanxi). Soden showers (10-50 mm) covered 
southern China, aiding winter grains and irrigation reserves for 
transplanted rice. Temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees above normal 
across most of China, helping to promote fieldwork across the North 
China Plain and Manchuria. 
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AUSTRALIA: Little or no rain fell across the eastern summer cro 
areas, a ae and sorghum harvesting to progress. Rainfall 
continued to sparse across northeastern Queensland, limiting 
Sugarcane growth. Temperatures averaged 2-3 degrees C below 
normal across the eastern summer crop region. 





(Continued from front cover) 

thunderstorms shifted their fury eastward, while heavy rain and wet snow 
developed across the upper Midwest and Great Lakes regions. Rainfall 
topped 2 inches in Rochester, MN, and Chicago, IL. Snowfall included 
9 inches in Eau Claire, WI, and 6 inches at Red Wing, MN. By 
Thursday, severe weather and heavy precipitation reached the East. Once 
again, saturated soils from the Middle Atlantic States northward were 
unable to absorb rainfall that totaled as much as 2 inches, causing additional 
flooding. On the northern fringe of the precipitation shield, Presque Isle, 
ME, garnered 11 inches of snow, while Portland, ME, added 7 inches. 
Elsewhere, cold air poured deep into the Southeast in the storm’s wake, 
while a new storm center traversed the Northwest en route to the southern 
Plains. On Saturday morning, sub-freezing temperatures reached the 
northern portions of Alabama and Georgia. Lows included 31°F in both 
Birmingham, AL, and Macon, GA. Farther west, the Pacific Northwest 
was drenched with heavy rain, while higher elevations from the Cascades 
and Sierra Nevada to the central Rockies collected heavy snow. 
Brookings, OR, reported more than 5 inches of rain, and Cuchara, CO, 
was buried under 31 inches of new snow. By late Saturday, heavy rain 
streaked out across the central Plains, while intense thunderstorms fired 
along the Gulf coast. Rainfall included 1.30 inches in Topeka, KS, and 
more than 3 inches in Houston, TX, and Lafayette, LA. 


SOUTH AMERICA Total Precipitation (mm) 


MAR 28 - APR 53, 1993 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Dry weather prevailed across central 
Argentina early in the week, allowing corn, sorghum, and 
sunflowerseed harvesting. However, a late-week cold front brought 
moderate to heavy showers (14-64 mm), delaying harvesting, but 
aiding late-season filling soybeans. ess across northern 
Argentina favored cotton harvesting. aximum temperatures 
averaged 29-31 degrees C early in the week, and after the frontal 
passage averaged 12-16 degrees C. Weekly temperatures averaged 

-4 degrees above normal in central Argentina, due to the 
early-week warm weather. Across southern Brazil, light rain (6-18 
mm) slowed harvesting in Rio Grande do Sul, western Santa 
Catarina, and southern Parana. However, to the north, scattered 
moderate to heavy showers (25-65 mm) delayed corn, soybean, and 
cotton harvesting. Isolated heavier amounts (greater than 100 mm) 
were reported in southern Mato Grosso do Sul and western Minas 
Gerais, possibly causing flooding. Temperatures averaged near 
normal across most of southern Brazil. 





(Continued from p. 18) 

WISCONSIN: Temperature 36°, 1° below normal. Extremes 2°; 
70°. Heavy snow developed in parts of the south, west on the 31st. 
The greatest amount occurred at Eau Claire with 9 in. Other areas 
of the State received up to 6 in. Most of this snow was melted by 
the 4th. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.2. Soil moisture 59% adequate, 41% 
surplus. Intended spring tillage 5% complete, 1% in 1992, 1% avg. 
Oats 0% planted, 0% in 1992, 1% avg. 1992 corn for grain crop 
93% harvested. Early April frost depth 7.2 in. Snow depth 1.7 in. 
Data relates to 2nd. 


WYOMING: _ It was a warm week with all areas 1 to 8° above 
normal. Precipitation was above normal with the exception of the 
northeast corner. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.6. Topsoil moisture 3% short, 82% 
adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil moisture, 8% short, 92% adequate. 
Spring wheat 5% planted, 32% 1991, 9% avg. Oats 3% planted, 
17% 1991, 4% avg. Barley 15% planted, 54% 1991, 24% avg. 
Winter wheat 1% fair, 99% good. Wind/freeze damage mostly 
light. Alfalfa prospects fair to good. Livestock fair to good. 
Spring calves born 64%, 62% 1991, 51% avg. Calf death losses 
varied light to heavy. Farm flock: ewes lambed 68%, 72% 1991, 
59% avg.; shorn 64%, 80% 1991, 58% avg. Range flock: ewes 
lambed 12%, 30% 1991, 22% avg.; shorn 18%, 60% 1991, 34% avg. 
Lamb death losses light to normal. 
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Average Soil Temperature(°F 4-Inch Bare) 
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Cotton and soybeans can davélop 





Prev Week N/A N/A 
Prev Year 3 8 
VP-Very Poor P- Poor 
G-Good EX - Excellent 
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